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Phone: (415) 561-2385  P.O. Box 29385, San Francisco, California 94129-0385 e-mail: off ice@guildsf.org  

Guild Vision: The Guild envisions a world in which the significance of each person's truth, authority, and 
inspired purpose finds fulfillment in life and community.   

Guild Mission: Guild seminars offer a way of psychological and spiritual transformation that inspires 
individuals to live their purpose, expand consciousness, and discover and create meaning in their lives and 
community.  

 
Bon Jour Bonnard 
by Sue Renfrew 
 
Spend a day with his warmth, wit, and glorious 
color. 
 
We are privileged to have an exciting exhibition of 
Pierre Bonnard's work rarely seen on the West 
Coast, but remember, it closes on May 15th, and so 
take yourself to the Palace of Legion of Honor 
either before this special day at Sue Renfrew's 
house or in the week that follows. She will have 
over twenty pictures of his paintings to enjoy there 
in the morning as well as discussing his place in art 
history, his thoughts on art, and why he is 
considered a major artist. Our luncheon is together, 
and, in the afternoon, there will be time to play 
with his colors, designs, and intimate scenes before 
we say, "Adieu." 
 
Leader: Sue Renfrew 
Cost: $50.00 tuition plus $15 non-refundable 
registration fee 
Date and Time: Saturday, May 7, 2016 at 9:30 am. 
Place: Sue Renfrew's home in San Francisco 

Please register through the Guild office by email, 
phone, regular mail, or the website: 
office@guildsf.org 
(415) 561-2385 
P.O. Box 29385, San Francisco, CA 94129-0385 
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A Wanderer 
I have wandered,  
at once seeking  
           and being. 
Goals and promises  
have drawn me here  
                                 and there. 
Exquisite moments: ecstasy and hell. 
Rolling meadows,  
           endless deserts,  
                    rain showers,  
                               spewing volcanoes. 
Births, deaths and births and deaths. 
Somehow I was always surprised. 
Shattered truths  
                 and  
                            myriad experiences 
e r a s e d  the paths I knew.  
Losses and heartbreaks 
                               become the ground— 
too heavy to bear,  
taking me nowhere I wanted to go. 
Now there is only wandering— 
Into this moment,                               
                       into the next.  
Each step unknown until it touches 
                                                        down.  
A strange freedom, always  open  wide. 
Has the  ground become fluid,  
or have I learned to fly?   
Agonies to come? Yes,  
            and  
ecstasies if I’m awake. 
Nourishment is in the moment,  
is the moment!  
          and  
companionship the air I breathe. 
Still, there is this little child who walks beside,  
reminding me to sit  
           for a moment  
                   to be home. 
Reminding me,  
         in every moment,  
                        I am home. 
 
                                Patricia Calcagno Stenger 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Available:  The Red Book by Jung 
by  LynneAnne Forest 
  
Large, hard copy, first edition, 
Excellent condition with only slight wear top 
of paper cover. 
Now sells $140.00 plus.   
Will sell for $50.00 plus actual postage if 
unable to pick up. 
Contact LynneAnne Forest at 
lynneanneforest@gmail.com 
  
 
                April Birthdays 
 

Barbara Black                                Apr 12 
Barbara Jeskalian                          Apr 12 
Carla Gerber                                  Apr 14 
Kay Young                                    Apr 16 
William Dols                                 Apr 17 
Gillian Sands                                 Apr 18 
Mac McCaslin                               Apr 19 
Marcia Burkart                              Apr 20 
Bill Thomas                                   Apr 20 
Mary Moore Gaines                      Apr 23 
Elisabeth Hathaway                      Apr 23 
Judith Richardson                         Apr 29 
Mary Freedlund                            Apr 30 

 
 
Love and the Shadow  
By Jack Russell Stone  
 
As an individual American, I have tried to 

encompass the many aspects of what I think it 

means to be an American, only to find out that 

it doesn't mean the same to many of my 

friends and acquaintances. I have not always 
understood that a high value for many. to be 

an American is to acquire possessions and 

that this can mean to possess people as well as 

things. Such a position is often seen as love for 

another human or a pet, but does not always 
include a larger portion of humanity, so that it 

becomes simply a matter of satisfying the ego 

rather than the Self. I believe that the Self, 

because it is 2-sided, prefers a larger body of 
persons for its satisfaction, including their 

shadow sides.  
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Jungian analyst Robert A. Johnson (who at 91, 

I am told, is now dying in his hospital bed in 

San Diego) wrote in 1991*: " 

Love is the one word in our Western tradition 

adequate to describe [the] synthesis of ego 

and shadow."  Also: "We are advised to love 
our enemies, but this is not possible when the 

inner enemy, our own shadow, is waiting to 

pounce and make the most of an incendiary 

situation. If we can learn to love the inner 

enemy then there is a chance of loving—and 
redeeming—the outer one."  

When I wrote on this subject with a colleague 

in 2007, the reaction of my best friend at the 
time, as well as my only daughter, who had 

hidden resentments, was with anger and 

retaliation, presumably because they didn't 

feel they could be—or wanted to be—

included in the larger group for whom we 
were requesting Love, agape’. Physical love 

(sexual) is of another type; for I say again in 

the words of Lennon-McCartney, "What the 

world needs now is love, sweet love; that’s the 
only thing that there’s just too little of." Our 

children, the black-lives-matter children, the 

refugee and migrating children are 

demanding it. What’s wrong with that?  

Unconditional  

Love is the spirit I gleaned from Records study 

and the leaders thereof, as the Truth of the 

great intellect, Jesus of Nazareth, and many of 
his followers since. That is the beauty of 

Records study. His was an example of 

wholeness, not the sanitized version invented 
by the Roman Church and later romanticized 

by American evangelicals. If you only love 

one person (like yourself) then what is wrong 
with you?  

 
*Owning Your Own Shadow: Understanding the Dark Side of 

the Psyche. Harper Collins  
  
 

Dialogue and Discovery with Soul Collage®  

By Elizabeth Bremer 

  

A circle of 20 including the leader gathered on 
March 5th to explore the Soul Collage® method. 
With scissors, magazines, and glue sticks, we 
learned to create collage cards guided by intuition. 
We experienced a method of hearing the voice of a 
card from its place within our psyche. With a 
partner writing as we spoke, each of us listened to 
the voice of one or more cards, engaging in a 
dialogue to explore its identity and meaning for us. 
We toured the multifaceted structure of Soul 
Collage® and got some hints as to how people can 
work with whole collections of these very personal 
cards. It was a day rich with images, insights, and 
doorways to deeper discoveries! The photo shows 
some of the cards created by those who attended. 
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                                                                                                                                 Gauguin: Where Do We Come From? What Are We? Where Are We Going? 

 

The Guild for Transformational Studies  
2016 Summer Guild Retreat  --  July 16–24, 2016 
Flame and Flower: Encountering the Living Questions  

 
Join a circle of seekers for a nine-day retreat at Shepherd’s Spring in Maryland to explore your living 
questions and come to a fuller expression of your own truth. Questions, intensely asked and heard, 
can set the course of a life, drawing us from birth to birth, dissolving and transforming ourselves as 
the very journey of life. No matter where we are in our life’s journey, at the beginning, middle or end, 
questions work away on us, disturbing complacency and awakening consciousness. What are the 
burning and urgent questions you are wrestling with? In each inviting question, what is the bud 
yearning to become a flower? In this seminar we will explore how to live in relation to our living 
questions. We will seek to know the questions that have been guiding our lives, and to discover the 
new questions that are emerging right now.  
 
The seminar process uses a modified Socratic method to guide group discussion. We honor the 
dignity of each individual to express their truth and move at their own pace.  Mutual respect will 
support us in our quest to discover the gifts within our depths.  Our work will be enriched by the use 
of non-verbal approaches:  meditation, expressive arts, music, body movement and awareness, 
drama, and silence.  All applicants new to the Guild are asked to accompany their application with a 
letter stating why they wish to attend and any pertinent information about prior study and experience 
around spiritual issues. 
 
For a registration form and additional information, please contact Susan Thompson at 
susanthompson045@yahoo.com. We will keep the circle small, so sign up early! 
 

Partial scholarships are available.  Please apply with your request to Susan Thompson.  
 
Date & Time: Saturday, July 16 to Sunday, July 24, 2016.   

Leaders: Hal Childs, PhD, M.Div, MFT and Patricia Stenger, MFT 
Location: Shepherd’s Spring Retreat Center, Sharpsburg, MD 
Fee: $1,800 (this includes ALL expenses for a double room, board, art materials, and leader fees for 9 days)  

($200 per day).  Extra fee charged for single room.  

mailto:susanthompson045@yahoo.com


   

Stay Connected 
 

Bob Ridder, Administrative Coordinator, is available 
for all inquiries by phone at (415) 561-2385, or by 
email at office@guildsf.org. 

 
Send your email address to office@guildsf.org so 
that we can keep you connected and up-to-date on 
Guild events. Also be sure that we have your current 
mailing address so that we are able to send you 
this yearly edition of the newsletter. Please keep us 
updated with your address changes. 

    Mailing Address 

Guild for Psychological Studies 
P.O. Box 29385 
San Francisco, CA 94129-0385 

    Guild Website 

Visit www.guildsf.org for information about 
seminars and events, and to register for seminars. 
The website also has general information about the 
Guild, past issues of the Threshing Floor, relevant 
news, and links to resources. If you would like to 
post information of interest to the Guild community, 
please email harryhenderson51@gmail.com, our 
web administrator. 

    Guild Facebook Page 

https://www.facebook.com/guildsf, launched in 
January! If you haven’t yet, please “friend” and “like” 
us! 

    Newsletter 

To receive 12 issues of The Threshing Floor a 
year, please contact the Guild office. There is no 
charge for an e-mail subscription. For a print 
subscription, please send a check for $25 to the Guild 
office. 
Items for inclusion in the Threshing Floor should 
be mailed to the Guild Office, Attn. Threshing Floor 
Editor, or emailed to office@guildsf.org. The 
deadline for each issue is the 20th of the month. 
Items received after that date will be published the 
following month. 

 
Production & Layout Editor: Wilene Chang 
Content Editors: Janet Boeth Jones, Sue Renfrew 
Distribution: Bob Ridder 

 
Disclaimer: The opinions expressed in this 
newsletter (by contributors other than staff and 
directors) are the writers’ and not necessarily an 
official position of the Guild. 

          Publishing House sales – books and CDs 
 

    Order publications on the Guild website, or contact 
    Carina Ravely at guildpublishing@yahoo.com.  

 

     Donations 
Many thanks to our donors! Your financial 
support in any amount helps the Guild with 
seminars and other events, with the training of 
leaders, with outreach, and with other new and 
ongoing efforts. Because the Guild is a registered 
nonprofit organization, with 501(c)(3) status, 
your contribution may be tax deductible. 
Donations should be directed to the Guild office 
address, or you may donate online using the 
PayPal link you’ll find by selecting the Make a 
Donation link on the main page of our website. 

 
     Volunteers 

There are several people who fill necessary 
volunteer roles in the Guild. If you would like 
to be a Guild volunteer, please contact the 
Guild office at office@guildsf.org and let us 
know particular volunteer roles that appeal to 
you. Currently volunteers are members of the 
editorial staff for the Threshing Floor; members 
of the Board of Directors; serve as continuing 
education coordinator; train to serve as seminar 
coordinator, committee person or cook; provide 
transportation to/from seminars for attendees; 
help to catalog or research Guild archive 
materials; write reviews for Guild books and 
other publications; etc. 

 
    Friends and Members 

Friends of the Guild are donors and others 
interested in receiving Guild information who 
are not Voting Members. Voting membership 
requires active participation in some form of 
leadership or committee role, or other volunteer 
effort, and the payment of annual dues. Voting 
members may receive a print subscription to the 
Threshing Floor upon request. 

 
      Board of Directors 

Elizabeth Bremer, Secretary  
Hal Childs, President 
Harry Henderson,Treasurer 
Denise Dinwiddie 
Jennifer Larson,  Vice 
President  
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