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November 2018 Newsletter of the Guild for Psychological Studies Web site: www.guildsf.org 

Phone: (415) 561-2385 P.O. Box 29385, San Francisco, California 94129-0385 e-mail: office@guildsf.org 

Guild Vision: The Guild envisions a world in which the significance of each person's truth, authority, and 
inspired purpose finds fulfillment in life and community. 

Guild Mission: Guild seminars offer a way of psychological and spiritual transformation that inspires 
individuals to live their purpose, expand consciousness, and discover and create meaning in their lives and 
community. 

 
Memories of David Garrett  
By Al Braidwood 
 
I step forward to add a short foot-note to the heartfelt 
eulogies featured in your October issue of The 
Threshing Floor concerning David Garrett, who 
passed away recently at Spring Lake Village in Santa 
Rosa.  I came to know David Garrett since my very 
first Records seminar at the Guild in the mid-
seventies sponsored by Elizabeth Boyden Howes, 
Sheila Moon, and Luella Sibbald. At the time, David 
and I shared a cabin and remembered speaking with 
each other until the wee hours of the morning.  I 
found David not just an interesting man, which he 
most certainly was, given his scholarly and eclectic 
background, but deeply interested in my early 
upbringing in war-torn Burma — now Myanmar.  He 
showed special interest in my overall spiritual 
trajectory as a transplant from another country.  After 
my initial stint with Luella Sibbald, David came to be 
my psychotherapist.   After some years went by, I 
recall re-connecting with him again quite 
unexpectedly on the sidewalk adjoining Fatapple’s 
on Fairmount Ave in El Cerrito.  There we engaged 
in a long and meaningful conversation leading to the 
formation of a close friendship.  In a short while, I 
became a regular guest at his home on Seaview 
Drive in El Cerrito.  Both Priscilla and David were 
hospitable hosts.  Even after migrating to Hawaii, I 
remained in correspondence with David over a 
number of years.   It was an honor to have known 
and worked with this outstanding and dedicated 
Jungian professional.  I also fondly recall attending 
for the first time his Psyche and The Sea seminar, 
convened at the Asilomar Campgrounds, with a 
number of his students and analysands present.  He 
will always be remembered by me as an 
extraordinary human being, friend, and mentor. 
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On Stirring the Pot  
By John Lee 
 
After reading Hal Chlld’s fine and on target 
article in the recent issue of The Threshing 
Floor, I've sat pondering how to offer a profound 
response. You’ll be pleased to know I’ve 
released that agenda. But I would like to share 
some wording we are employing in the Denver 
Guild for Sacred Studies.  
 
 The word “Records" is still present, but we do 
not speak of the historical Jesus at all. I have not 
heard those words in years. Instead, we have 
begun to reference “the way of Jesus rather than 
Jesus as the way”. This at least begets a grunt 
and maybe a question. The focus enables us to 
highlight the path he taught and lived, rather 
than the dogmas so many people associate with 
him.  No question that the word “Jesus” sends 
people fleeing. But with some seekers we can 
locate Jesus in the context of world religions. 
And part of the new context among religions 
will be like weaving a tapestry. Uniqueness is 
maintained; dialogue is possible. This is better 
than many options hanging around.  
 
Thanks Hal, for stirring the pot.  

	

“Bloom	where	you’re	planted!”	
Watercolor	by	Maris	Pravata	Helfrich,		Galveston	,	TX,	

	

 
 
	
Soul, Truth and Interiority 
By Hal Childs 
 
At the end of last month’s article, “Records: Dead and 
Alive?” I suggested the following: 
 

“Would it be possible to transcend the 
theological and historical approaches to 
the Jesus story, and in the process, find a 
new story that creates us while we 
ourselves are the story tellers?” 

 
That way of putting it is not quite right. We cannot 
“transcend” the theological and historical approaches to 
the Christian story about Jesus. We cannot get above 
them, or go around them, to something else. We cannot 
simply reject them and think that we can leave them 
behind. But we might be able to take the theological and 
historical perspectives and turn them in on themselves, 
not to go through them and come out on another side, but 
to go into them, deeper into their interiority, and ask 
what was, or is, their meaning or truth for 
consciousness? 
 
Is there a way to enter into the theological mind set and 
the historical mind set in order to find out what its truth 
was or is? Is the truth that it was, that it has been, still 
relevant, alive? Or, has it moved into a new form? If we 
followed Jung’s intuition that within our cultural 
expressions and ideas, soul is always also talking about 
itself, what might we hear of soul’s logos, soul’s speech, 
if we tried to listen in a new way?  
 
The notion of psychology as soul’s logos (psyche-logy) 
is a process by which a story tells itself, and at the same 
time is always entwined with the story-teller. The story 
telling is spontaneous, and we do not know where it will 
lead. 
 
What new story might emerge if I asked the thought of 
“theology” and the thought of “history” to tell their story, 
and to add to that the psychological story of the telling 
and the teller. My deep subjectivity has to be engaged, 
because the truth is not “out there” in theology or 
history, or the New Testament text. Truth creates itself 
through an interaction. 
 
The theological story may have dimmed considerably, 
but it was the truth for almost two thousand years. What 
truth was that? Could the theological story have a 
psychological story to tell? If I hate the theological story, 
what truth does that hate hold? What idea lies within that  
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hate that is waiting to be thought? If I love the 
historical story of Jesus, what truth does that love 
hold? What soul-idea wants to be articulated that lies 
hidden in the hate or the love? 
 
The idea of the Incarnation has been the central truth 
of Christianity since its beginning. If the traditional 
meaning of the Incarnation has waned, does it hold 
any psychological truth today? And, if there is a 
psychological truth, how do we go about knowing it, 
opening it up? What will help us to listen to the old 
truths in a new way so that if there is a new truth it 
can show itself? 
 
We will explore a new way of listening and opening 
to the “old” truths of Christianity and the teachings 
of Jesus at the seminar, still to be named, in the fall 
of 2019 (Sept 27 - Oct 6). 
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	 November	Birthdays	
 

Lela Noble                                               Nov 1 
Judith Collins                                          Nov 3 
Sally Blackburn                                      Nov 11 
Marilyn Watson                                      Nov 14 
Helen Saul                                              Nov 16 
Ray Flachmeier                                      Nov 19 
Eleanore Stanton                                    Nov 21 
Dian Greenwood                                    Nov 26 
Gene Sandretto                                       Nov 26 
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The Guild for Psychological Studies presents: 

Listen! 
A winter weekend 
At Four Springs 

Nov.30-Dec.2,  2018 

Step away from the racket.  
Al low the breath to slow. 

 
Listen to the dark. 

Listen to the winter air.  
Listen to the bare branches.  

What do you hear? 
 

Join us for a quiet winter 
weekend of being, breathing and 

l istening. 
There wi l l  be art materials 

avai lable,  and opportunit ies for 
sharing. 

Bring your journal.  
	

Location:  Four Springs, Middletown CA 
Dates: November 30 at 7:30PM  through December 2, 2018, at 1PM. 
Presented by the Casting Seeds group: Hal Childs, Harry Henderson, Jennifer Morgan 
Mansfield, Faith Mason, Patricia Calcagno Stenger. 
Fees: $350 plus a nonrefundable deposit of $50. Scholarships are available. 
Contact for more information: Hal Childs, 415-573-2469; halchilds@gmail.com  
Register at www.guildsf.org/seminar-registration  
	



	

		
	

Stay Connected 
 

Bob Ridder, Administrative Coordinator, is available 
for all inquiries by phone at (415) 561-2385, or by 
email at office@guildsf.org. 

 
Send your email address to office@guildsf.org  so 
that we can keep you connected and up-to-date on 
Guild events. Also be sure that we have your current 
mailing address so that we  are  able  to  send  you 
this yearly edition of the newsletter. Please keep us 
updated with your address changes. 

 
Mailing	Address	

Guild for Psychological Studies 
P.O. Box 29385 
San Francisco, CA 94129-0385 

 
Guild	Website	

Visit www.guildsf.org for information about 
seminars and events, and to register  for seminars. 
The website also has general information about the 
Guild, past issues of the Threshing Floor, relevant 
news, and links to resources. If you would  like to 
post information of interest to the Guild community, 
please email harryhenderson51@gmail.com,  our 
web administrator. 

 
Guild	Facebook	Page	

https://www.facebook.com/guildsf, launched in 
January! If you haven’t yet, please “friend” and “like” 
us! 

 
Newsletter	

To receive 12 issues of The Threshing  Floor  a 
year, please contact the Guild office. There is no 
charge for an e-mail subscription. For a print 
subscription, please send a check for $25 to the Guild 
office. 
Items for inclusion in  the  Threshing  Floor should 
be mailed to the Guild Office, Attn. Threshing Floor 
Editor, or emailed to office@guildsf.org. The 
deadline for each issue is the 20th of the  month. 
Items received after that date will be published the 
following month. 

 
Production & Layout Editor: Wilene Chang 
Content Editors: Janet Boeth Jones, Sue Renfrew 
Distribution: Bob Ridder 

 
Disclaimer: The opinions expressed in this 
newsletter (by contributors other than staff and 
directors) are the writers’ and not necessarily an 
official position of the Guild. 

Publishing House sales – books and CDs 
 

Order publications on the Guild website, or contact 
Carina Ravely at guildpublishing@yahoo.com. 

 

Donations 
Many thanks to our donors! Your  financial 
support in any amount helps the Guild with 
seminars and other events, with the training of 
leaders, with outreach, and with other new and 
ongoing efforts. Because the Guild is a registered 
nonprofit organization, with 501(c)(3)  status, 
your contribution may be tax deductible. 
Donations should be directed to the Guild office 
address, or you may donate online using the 
PayPal link you’ll find by selecting the Make a 
Donation link on the main page of our website. 

 

Volunteers	
There are several people who fill necessary 
volunteer roles in  the  Guild.  If  you  would like 
to be a Guild volunteer, please contact  the 
Guild   office   at   office@guildsf.org  and   let us 

 know particular volunteer roles that  appeal  to 
you. Currently volunteers are members of the 
editorial staff for  the  Threshing Floor; members 
of the Board of Directors; serve as continuing 
education coordinator; train to serve as seminar 
coordinator, committee person or cook; provide 
transportation to/from seminars for  attendees; 
help to catalog or research Guild archive 
materials; write reviews for Guild  books  and 
other publications; etc. 

 

Friends	and	Members	
Friends of the Guild are donors and others 
interested in receiving Guild information  who 
are not Voting Members. Voting membership 
requires active participation in some form of 
leadership or committee role, or other volunteer 
effort, and the payment of annual dues. Voting 
members may receive a print subscription to the 
Threshing Floor upon request. 

 

Board	of	Directors	
Jennifer Larson, President 
Hal Childs, Vice President 
Harry Henderson,Treasurer  
Denise Dinwiddie, 
Secretary 
Elizabeth Bremer 

   
 


