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June 2019 Newsletter of the Guild for Psychological Studies Web site: www.guildsf.org 
Phone: (415) 561-2385 P.O. Box 29385, San Francisco, California 94129-0385 e-mail: office@guildsf.org 

Guild Vision: The Guild envisions a world in which the significance of each person's truth, authority, and 
inspired purpose finds fulfillment in life and community. 

Guild Mission: Guild seminars offer a way of psychological and spiritual transformation that inspires 
individuals to live their purpose, expand consciousness, and discover and create meaning in their lives and 
community. 

  
An Invitation  

Submitted by Elizabeth Bremer, Secretary of the 
Board 

The Guild’s Board of Directors meets several 
times a year and communicates more often by e-
mail in order to tend and nourish the Guild’s vision 
and mission. The door is now open for potential 
new Board members as we prepare for the annual 
election to be held in August. Nominations may be 
submitted from now through mid-July. 

The Board provides strategic, policy, program and 
operations oversight. Board members may 
consider questions such as these: How 
can leaders be supported to grow and create 
programs? How can the Guild’s programs reach 
new participants? How can leadership be 
developed for the future? How can a healthy 
financial basis be maintained for the work to 
continue? 

Currently, meetings are held approximately every-
other-month, on a Sunday afternoon, in the San 
Francisco Bay area. Though not preferable, it is 
sometimes possible for members who cannot 
travel to a meeting to participate by conference 
call, and video conferencing may also be 
considered. Between meetings, communication is 
usually by group e-mail, and members contribute 
a few hours to projects individually or with others. 
The current directors are Denise Dinwiddie,  

 

Elizabeth Bremer, Hal Childs, Harry Henderson, 
and Jennifer Mansfield.  

If you are interested in nominating yourself or 
someone else to participate in this vital work of the 
Guild, please contact any current board member 
via the Guild office. We would be glad to answer 
questions about board work or about the 
nomination/election process. We look forward to 
hearing from you! 

 

 June Birthdays 

Michelle De Beixedon                Jun 3 
Richard Naegle                          Jun 4 
Godelieve Theys                        Jun 4 
Denise Dinwiddie                       Jun 5 
Gretchen Sterenberg                 Jun 11 
Marian Hopping                         Jun 12 
Alison Rayner-Hooson              Jun 15 
Susan Renfrew                          Jun 19 
Paul Henri Carvalho                  Jun 20 
Timothy Locke                           Jun 20 
Karen Petty                                Jun 22 
Jean Gansa                               Jun 25 
Faith Mason                               Jun 27 
Rosemary Dickerson                 Jun 28 
Maureen McCarthy Draper       Jun 29 
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Poem by David Whyte 
 
NOT TAKEN 
 
The path you did not take, 
ran with you for a while, 
just the other side of the mountain, 
or meandering with you on the far bank 
of the onward river you followed; 
the sound of its flowing water holding 
your respective journeys together, 
as if its merciful but distant companionship 
could always move with you; 
always be with you, 
waiting for you to cross over 
as you always meant to, 
when this path you had followed 
had come to an end. 
 
But you never turned to cross, 
and you never found a bridge, 
and you never took that other way, 
and you stayed on this path to the end, 
recalling the other way you did not take 
as you would a close and loving friend 
who had left you not to leave you but simply 
to go on with their life, so that you carried 
their memory through the years that passed 
as you would a beautiful and worthwhile burden, 
growing with them as they grew, 
walking with them as they walked, 
until one day it was just as if that someone 
you had come to love at a distance, 
and that someone who had walked with you 
always on the other side of the stream, 
had passed away, but in your mind you were 
still speaking to them and still walking with them 
and still carrying them onward, but now 
just a short way to place you would lay them 
down, under the trees, and in a way in which 
memory and the calm, death-still image of every 
disappearance, renews itself in some 
extraordinary beginning again, and you realize, 
sitting by their side, saying goodbye, 
that you took no separate path at all, 
neither this nor that, neither the one you loved 
nor the one you did not want, that you had after 
all always held them generously together 
by not choosing this side of existence or the 
other. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
You were in the end 
never just looking on, 
but always the river moving between 
and the song of the water, 
holding the flowing of ways together. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Movie Recommendation 
Nancy Russell Stone 

I recommend just released documentary Hail 
Satan? for Records graduates.  The tenants of the 
film “are remarkably grounded and rational, 
striving for ‘compassion and empathy’ as well as 
the freedom of others. 

 
 
.  
    
  
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Special Note: All applicants, please include a letter stating your interest in attending this seminar. If 
you are new to the Guild’s work, please tell us a little about yourself and your psychological and spiritual 
journey.  
 
Location:  Four Springs, Middletown CA 
Leaders: Hal Childs, PhD, MFT and Patricia Calcagno Stenger, MA, MFT 
Fee: $1,495, plus a non-refundable fee of $50 with registration.  
Scholarships and payment plans are available. 
Contact for more information: Hal Childs, 415-573-2469; halchilds@gmail.com 
Register at https://guildsf.org/online-seminar-registration/ 

Wrestling with Truth 
 

A seminar presented by the  
Guild for Psychological Studies 

September 28 (Sat) – October 6 (Sun), 2019 
 

In our upside-down society, where media and technology 
are appropriating the whole world, and the very idea of 
truth is questioned, what will help us live meaningful lives 
in an age of pervasive anxiety? 
 
Though it has waned and is no longer the guiding light of 
our civilization, the Judeo-Christian tradition has been the 
archetypal DNA of our collective soul. Unseen, it works 
still in the background of our lives. 

 

After many decades of work with the historical Jesus, the Guild now turns its attention to 
consciousness, truth and the end of meaning. The death of God symbolizes a new status of 
consciousness that influences us all. What does the death of Meaning, a brand-new event in the 
history of the world, have to teach us? 
 
What can we learn about what has happened to consciousness over the last three thousand years by 
taking a fresh psychological look at the Judeo-Christian tradition? How do Abraham, Moses, Job 
and Yahweh, along with Jesus Christ, illuminate the evolution of consciousness from a new soul 
perspective?  
 
We will seek a new truth embedded in the teachings of Jesus that reflects the historical self-negating 
and self-transforming work of soul, which is truth ever recreating itself. As we wrestle with truth we 
wrestle with ourselves and engage with what is called soul-making, or making soul real. 
  
The seminar process uses a modified Socratic method to guide group discussion. We honor the 
dignity of each individual to express themselves honestly and move at their own pace. Mutual 
respect will support us as we engage difficult truths and new perspectives. 
 

Our work together will be enriched by the use of non-verbal approaches: meditation, expressive 
arts, music, body movement and awareness, and silence. 

 

 



 

 
Stay Connected 

 

Bob Ridder, Administrative Coordinator, is available 
for all inquiries by phone at (415) 561-2385, or by 
email at office@guildsf.org. 

 
Send your email address to office@guildsf.org  so that 
we can keep you connected and up-to-date on Guild 
events. Also be sure that we have your current mailing 
address so that we are  able  to  send  you this yearly 
edition of the newsletter. Please keep us updated with 
your address changes. 

 
Mailing Address 

Guild for Psychological Studies 
P.O. Box 29385 
San Francisco, CA 94129-0385 

 
Guild Website 

Visit www.guildsf.org for information about 
seminars and events, and to register for seminars. The 
website also has general information about the Guild, 
past issues of the Threshing Floor, relevant news, and 
links to resources. If you would  like to post 
information of interest to the Guild community, please 
email harryhenderson51@gmail.com,  our web 
administrator. 

 
Guild Facebook Page 

https://www.facebook.com/guildsf, launched in 
January! If you haven’t yet, please “friend” and “like” 
us! 

 
Newsletter 

To receive 12 issues of The Threshing Floor  a year, 
please contact the Guild office. There is no charge for 
an e-mail subscription. For a print subscription, please 
send a check for $25 to the Guild office. 
Items for inclusion in the Threshing  Floor should be 
mailed to the Guild Office, Attn. Threshing Floor 
Editor, or emailed to office@guildsf.org. The 
deadline for each issue is the 20th of the month. Items 
received after that date will be published the following 
month. 

 
Production & Layout Editor: Wilene Chang 
Content Editors:  Sue Renfrew and Lisa Yount 
Distribution: Bob Ridder 

 
Disclaimer: The opinions expressed in this newsletter 
(by contributors other than staff and directors) are the 
writers’ and not necessarily an official position of the 
Guild. 
               

 

 
Publishing House sales – books and CDs 

 

Order publications on the Guild website, or contact 
Carina Ravely at guildpublishing@yahoo.com. 

 

Donations 
Many thanks to our donors! Your  financial support 
in any amount helps the Guild with seminars and 
other events, with the training of leaders, with 
outreach, and with other new and ongoing efforts. 
Because the Guild is a registered nonprofit 
organization, with 501(c)(3)  status, your 
contribution may be tax deductible. Donations 
should be directed to the Guild office address, or 
you may donate online using the PayPal link you’ll 
find by selecting the Make a Donation link on the 
main page of our website. 

 

Volunteers 

There are several people who fill necessary 
volunteer roles in  the  Guild.  If  you  would like 
to be a Guild volunteer, please contact  the Guild   
office   at   office@guildsf.org  and   let us 

 know particular volunteer roles that  appeal  to you. 
Currently volunteers are members of the editorial 
staff for  the  Threshing Floor; members of the 
Board of Directors; serve as continuing education 
coordinator; train to serve as seminar coordinator, 
committee person or cook; provide transportation 
to/from seminars for  attendees; help to catalog or 
research Guild archive materials; write reviews for 
Guild  books  and other publications; etc. 

 

Friends and Members 

Friends of the Guild are donors and others 
interested in receiving Guild information  who are 
not Voting Members. Voting membership requires 
active participation in some form of leadership or 
committee role, or other volunteer effort, and the 
payment of annual dues. Voting members may 
receive a print subscription to the Threshing Floor 
upon request. 

 
      Board of Directors 

       Elizabeth Bremer, Secretary  
       Hal Childs, President  
       Denise Dinwiddie 
       Harry Henderson, Treasurer  
       Jennifer Morgan Mansfield,  
            Vice President 
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