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Guild  Vision:  The Guild envisions  a world  in which the significance  of each person's truth,  authority,  and 
inspired purpose finds fulfillment in  life and community. 

Guild  Mission:  Guild seminars  offer a way of psychological  and spiritual  transformation  that  inspires 
individuals to live their purpose, expand consciousness, and discover and create meaning in their lives and 
community. 

 

 
 

Courage for the New Year 
     By Elizabeth Bremer 

 
This year begins empty 
Yet seeds are everywhere. 
What New will grow? 

 
    The Herder 
   By Sheila Moon: Songs for Wanderers 

 
   My loud-voiced fearful heart 
   has not gone to its knees 
   enough before that insistent Herder 
   who writes runes, queer and sharp, 
   across all wander-ways of sheep. 
   A needing lamb, my heart stumbles 
   and falls and cannot further 
   go and feels bereft of the flock 
   and lost and lost and lost. 
   But the Herder knows weft 
   and woof of woven life where 
   all roads part and cross and part, 
   knows that being left alone 
   is risk, is loss large enough 
   to push lambs to their feet and 
   onward to find the gate unlocked 
   to sheepfold, with a hush 
   of sanctuary for all hearts 
   that have dared terror to the bone 
   and given thanks and taken hold 
   of faintest path and followed. 
   The Herder is very old and knows that 
   a choice to go whatever way – 
   rough, smooth, above, below – 
   if it is choice from courage 
   it leads a heart home.

 
On and On into Infinite Mystery 
By John Muir   

 
Probably these gallflies make mistakes at times, 
like anybody else; but when they do, there is 
simply a perpetuate the species do find the 
proper plants and made without being 
discovered by us. Once a pair of wrens made 
the mistake of building a nest in the sundown, 
much to the consternation and discomfiture of 
the birds. Still the marvel remains that any of the 
children of such small people as gnats and 
mosquitoes should escape their own and the 
weather and hosts of enemies, and come forth in 
full vigor and perfection to enjoy the sunny world. 
When we think of the small creatures that are 
visible, we are led to think of many that are 
smaller still and lead us on and on into infinite 
mystery. 

 

 
     Luella Sibbald, Elizabeth Howes, Sheila Moon, and ?
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SONG TO CALL VISIONS 
By Lisa Yount 

 
Begin again. 

Begin on stone. 
Begin in the center. 

Begin begin. 

Begin in fire. 
Seek fire from cold. 

To wear away, 
To burn begin. 

 
Begin at dawn, 

When first the sun 
Rolls like a stone 
Across your scan. 

 
In sleep begin. 
In circling slow, 

In tired arms 
Begin your pain. 

 
Begin again 

With empty sky 
Round as a stone 

Where signs will turn. 
 

Begin to learn 
The pulsing sign, 

The flame of earth 
Between your hands, 

 
The wave it sends 

Through air and bone. 
Learn how in stone 
The water burns. 

 
Learn how in stone 

 
 

Hold the Date 
Integrity:  The Human Side of Soul 
 

June 13-21, 2020 
 
A seminar  by the Guild for Psychological  Studies  at 

Four Springs,  California 
 

 
Truth  is the intent of soul  and our lives  are 
entangled  in  the desire of truth  to become  real. 
When soul  grips us we have a choice:  to respond to 
the call  of integrity or not. 
 
What difference  does wrestling  with the call of 
integrity  make for us and for the world? 
 
The invitation  is to lay one's totality on the line for 
the sake of truth,  in  order to find that you are not 
who you thought you were,  but rather an 
embodiment  of truth,  blind-truth  at first,  seeking to 
be known and to become  real. Staying true to truth 
is  hazardous  and dangerous,  but it  leads to 
profound transformation  of us and our world. 

 
By examining  several  human characters,  biblical and  
historical,  such as Jacob's wrestling  with Esau, Job's 
struggle with  Yahweh,  Francis Bacon's  stance 
against the cosmology  of Medieval  Christian 
Europe,  and Carl  Jung's efforts to reframe the 
scientific  rationality of late  Modernity after the death 
of God,  we will  explore  how integrity  is where we are 
confronted  by soul  and where we in  turn shape soul 
through the process of truth wrestling  with  truth. 
 
More details about this seminar will come in  early 
2020.

The flower moves, 
How rock can turn 
To flesh, to love. 

 
  Begin with stone. 
     Begin again 
To learn your heart, 

Your blood, your skin. 
 

 
“The inner—what is it? If not intensified sky; 
hurled through with birds and deep with the  
winds of homecoming.” 

Rainer Maria Rilke

 
January Birthdays 

Nancy Russell Stone                           Jan 1 
Alyzsa B Van Til                                Jan 3 
Harry Henderson                                Jan 5 
Daniel Davis                                       Jan 7 
James Preston                                     Jan 12 
Selina Sweet                                       Jan 13 
Kathy Nyhan                                      Jan 15 
Al Braidwood                                     Jan 17 
Pat Wrobleski                                     Jan 17 
Coleen Higa                                        Jan 19 
Robert Fletcher                                   Jan 25 
Alice McHugh                                    Jan 25 
Shirley Sullivan                                  Jan 26 

 



THE GUILD FOR TRANSFORMATIONAL STUDIES 

SPRING RETREAT: The Stories We Tell 

APRIL 4-9, 2020 

Roslyn Retreat Center – Richmond, VA 

 
 

There are stories that reside within each of us. Perhaps they come into conversation as an anecdote or are retold around 
the holiday dinner table. They may be awakened by an image, song or movie character. Often linked to experiences in 
the past, they seem to carry within them an indelible “truth” about who we are.  
 
What are the stories that have formed our sense of self? How have they influenced us? Who authors our history? Do 
these stories have their own intention? If so, do those intentions support or stifle the becoming of your true self? 
 
In this seminar we will become our own listeners, allowing the stories to tell their own tales. Welcoming what has 
become history, we will invite Knowing to unfold itself through reflection, imagining, art, body awareness and sharing. 
Through this process space may be discovered that allows new and different stories, along with insights to emerge.  We 
listen for answers to the question: Who do I think I am? 

In this seminar, we will use discussion, writing/journaling, art expression, play dialogues, music, silence and above all our 
own experience and self-reflection to explore what life/self has to teach us about the stories we tell about 
ourself.  Participation in any of these activities is voluntary. There will be ample free time to explore, hike, and gather 
with other participants. 

All applicants new to Guild seminars are asked to accompany their application with a letter stating why they wish to 
attend and any pertinent information about prior study and experience around your spiritual and religious life. No prior 
experience is needed to attend.  You are asked only to bring yourself to a circle of seekers to come to a fuller expression 
of your own truth.  
 
For a registration form and additional information, please contact Susan Thompson at susanlynnthompson@gmail.com.  
The cost to attend is $1098.  Every participant will receive a $200 scholarship (the cost without scholarship is $1260).  
A deposit of $500 is due no later than the end of December 2019 and the remainder is due no later than February 1, 
2020. Additional scholarships – full or partial are available.  SPACE IS LIMITED.  Please indicate your interest in a 
scholarship to both Betty Foster (bettywesfoster@earthlink.net) and Susan Thompson 
(susanlynnthompson@gmail.com).  
 
 
Contact: Susan Thompson: susanlynnthompson@gmail.com 
Leaders:  Hal Childs (PhD, MDiv, MFT) and Patricia Stenger (M.A., LMFT)  
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Stay Connected 

 
 

Bob Ridder, Administrative Coordinator, is available 
for all inquiries by phone at (415) 561-2385,  or by 
email at office@guildsf.org. 

 
Send  your  email  address  to  office@guildsf.org    so 
that  we  can  keep  you  connected   and  up-to-date   on 
Guild  events. Also be sure that we have your  current 
mailing  address  so that  we  are   able   to   send    you 
this  yearly  edition  of the newsletter.  Please  keep  us 
updated  with your address  changes. 

 
Mailing Address 

 
Guild for Psychological Studies 
P.O.  Box 178 
Aptos,  CA95001 

 
Guild Website 

 
Visit  www.guildsf.org  for  information   about 
seminars   and  events,  and  to  register   for   seminars. 
The  website  also  has  general  information  about  the 
Guild,  past  issues  of the  Threshing   Floor, relevant 
news,  and  links  to  resources.  If you  would    like  to 
post information  of interest to the Guild  community, 
please   email   harryhenderson51@gmail.com,       our 
web  administrator. 

 
Guild FacebookPage 

 
https://www.facebook.com/guildsf, launched in 
January!  If you haven't yet, please "friend"  and "like" 
us! 

 
Newsletter 

 
To  receive   12  issues  of  The   Threshing   Floor     a 
year,  please   contact   the  Guild   office.  There   is  no 
charge for an e-mail subscription. For a print 
subscription, please  send a check for $25 to the Guild 
office. 
Items for inclusion in the Threshing   Floor   should be 
mailed  to  the  Guild  Office,  Attn.  Threshing    Floor 
Editor,  or  emailed  to  office@guildsf.org.   The 
deadline   for  each  issue  is  the  20th  of the  month. 
Items  received  after that  date  will  be  published   the 
following month. 

 
Production  & Layout Editor: Wilene Chang 
Content Editors:  Sue Renfrew  and Lisa Yount 
Distribution: Bob Ridder 

 
Disclaimer:     The     opinions     expressed       in    this 
newsletter  (by contributors  other than staff  and 
directors)   are  the  writers'  and  not  necessarily    an 
official position  of the  Guild. 

Publishing House sales -- books and CDs 
 
 
Order publications  on the Guild website,  or contact 
Carina Ravely  at guildpublishing@yahoo.com. 
 
 
Donations 
Many   thanks   to   our   donors!   Your      financial 
support   in   any   amount   helps   the   Guild    with 
seminars   and  other  events,  with  the  training   of 
leaders, with outreach, and with other new and 
ongoing  efforts. Because  the Guild  is a registered 
nonprofit   organization,   with    501 ( c )(3)      status, 
your     contribution     may     be    tax     deductible. 
Donations  should  be  directed  to the  Guild   office 
address,   or   you   may   donate   online   using    the 
PayPal link you'll find by selecting the Make a 
Donation  link on the main page of our website. 

 
 
Volunteers 
There   are   several   people    who   fill    necessary 
volunteer  roles  in  the   Guild.   If you   would  like 
to  be  a   Guild   volunteer,   please    contact      the 
Guild    office    at   office@guildsf.org  and   let  us 
know  particular   volunteer   roles  that    appeal    to 
you.   Currently   volunteers   are   members   of  the 
editorial  staff for   the   Threshing  Floor;  members 
of the  Board   of Directors;  serve  as   continuing 
education  coordinator; train to serve as seminar 
coordinator, committee person or cook; provide 
transportation  to/from   seminars   for      attendees; 
help    to    catalog    or    research    Guild     archive 
materials;  write  reviews   for  Guild    books     and 
other publications;  etc. 

 
 
Friends and Members 
Friends    of  the   Guild   are   donors   and   others 
interested  in  receiving    Guild   information     who 
are not Voting Members. Voting  membership 
requires active participation in some form of 
leadership  or  committee   role,  or  other  volunteer 
effort,  and  the  payment   of annual  dues.  Voting 
members  may  receive  a print  subscription   to the 
Threshing Floor upon request. 

 
Board  of Directors 
 
Elizabeth  Bremer,  Secretary 
Hal Childs, President 
Denise Dinwiddie 
Harry Henderson,  Treasurer 
Jennifer  Morgan  Mansfield, 

Vice President 


